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Interview with Mr. Norman So

Mr. Norman So, a Wahyanite keeping our Irish green
Interviewed by Yiu Yun Kwan (96) and Stanley Cheung (97)

—

£

Fr. Alfr_ed Daignanm S. J., Founding Chairman of the Hong Kong
International Institute of Educational Leadership.

We met Mr. So, Principal in our student days, at the school corridor. It
was still that campus we grew up in, save some new additions like the
statue of St. Ignatius, the founding Jesuit. As it turned out, a lot of our
discussion was about the Jesuits, specifically the Irish Jesuits.

Mr. So entered Wah Yan College, Kowloon at Primary Six, when
Wahyanites were blessed with one more year of Jesuit education. But it
did not start right away with prowess on the field and bench press records
— he had had to work on English speaking because of his tone deafness.
Fr. McCarthy helped him a great deal with intonation and speaking. It was
also a time when homework submissions in English would be thrown out
the window — perhaps literally — when more than three grammatical
mistakes were spotted. The Jesuits seemed harsh, even impatient. It was,
however, a crucible that birthed cogent scholars and strong men. The Irish
Jesuits themselves underwent life much harder than having a few exercise
books in the bin.

Mr. So told us that Ireland was one of two sanctuaries for Jesuits — the
other being Russia under Catherine the Great — when they were being
expelled from most European kingdoms in the 18th century, as Pope
Clement XIV issued a document of suppression in 1773. That was 44
years since Jonathan Swift wrote A Modest Proposal about the Irish poor
being driven to begging and worse by rich merciless landlords, many of
whom from England. The Irish people, already suffering for generations
themselves, were good enough to keep the Jesuits for another 41 years.

Mr. Norman So, keeping up the good work of our Irish Jesuit fathers.

As many Irish Jesuits in Wah Yan personally knew people that were
wounded, imprisoned and even executed during the Irish Easter Uprising
in 1916, Irish Jesuits knew the meaning of hardship. From centuries of
persecution and injustice came enlightenment and kindness. The Irish
Jesuits at Wah Yan decided to open up the campus to the public, in line
with the spirit of sharing whatever they had and living by example.
Having the colour Irish green for our school blazers reminded us that one
could be generous despite one’s suffering.

The spirit or sharing has become Mr. So’s as well. When he returned to
teach at Wah Yan College, Kowloon and soon promoted to assistant
principalship, he was not just a man who could bench press 360lbs and
quarter squat 5751lbs, but equally strong in spirit and adherent to Jesuit
teachings. After all, though he started bodybuilding in Form Three, he was
well-influenced by the Irish Jesuits since Primary Six.

The school campus remained open to the public in his days. Many of us
alumni can fondly remember people in the neighbourhood coming to our
school for morning exercise and table tennis with us — some of whom
actually believing that 56 Waterloo Road was part of King’s Park. This
meant more than just sharing a campus, as students could learn to socialise
with their neighbours for character building. Wahyanites became polite,
kindhearted people with good character and not just people who knew
how to do small talk or the difference between white tie and black tie
occasions.
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Fast forward to 31st December, 2008, Mr. So’s last day as Principal. By
then this spirit or sharing was well within the hearts of many alumni.
Some of them saw that a great number of students still lived just above
poverty and could often fall short of money during emergencies — be it
a sickness or losing the breadwinner at home — and established a fund
for sudden needs with Mr. So’s help. Hence started the Norman So
WYK Development Fund (lovingly called the ‘Norman So Fund’,
abbreviated as the NSF here). Founding members included Peter Lee
(75), Richard Leung (79, WYKPSA Chairman 2000-01), Felix Tseng
(81, WYKPSA Chairman 2004-06) and Charles Chau (92, WYKPSA
Chairman 2008-09).

The fund was never idle. The lion’s share was spent on the Mandatory
Provident Fund (MPF) for teachers hired to teach small classes at WYK.
The fund also partly relieved the Fr. Kelly Educational Fund of its duty
to help financially-challenged Wahyanites, not to mention the burden to
keep the school football field functional — for the Wah Yan League and
our students. It was also the reason why the Tong Fai (£ &) at WYK
remained at HK$60 until end of 2008 — cheaper than two Cha-Chaan-
Teng lunches in those days. HK$10M was raised for the Ricci Building
in the name of the NSF as well.

The most impressive project, however, was for a student with genetic
lymphoedema, a rare and incurable condition. Some years after the
student had graduated, his situation took a sudden turn for the worse. All
doctors consulted in Hong Kong and even in the USA agreed it was
hopeless. The family found an expert in Taichung confident enough to
perform his surgery for free but over a hundred thousand was needed for

hospital fees and more. The NSF stepped in with no questions asked. So
far, the fund has been following his case for 12 years, always coming to
the rescue pronto. When a primary aim of the fund’s is to help people with
sudden needs, there is no time to lose.

This makes the NSF’s depletion fast, too. Not much is left now and our
help is essential to keep the good cause.

On education, Mr. So has kept himself busy as well. He spends a lot of
time with the Hong Kong International Institute of Educational Leadership
(BEBEMBHEEEPT) as chairman of its management board and vice
chairman of its council. The values education-oriented institute was
founded by Fr. Alfred J. Deignan, S.J. and Mr. So has kept the torch going
by organising courses for schools, as well as for professionals in
accounting, banking and law. Many WYK educators were among the
speakers: Mr. Damien Ching, Mr. Choi Wai Hoi (78), Mr. Timothy Chow,
Dr. Matthew Chu (89), Mr. Alex Ng (88), Ms. Helena Ng, Dr. John Tan,
Ms. Agnes Tsoi and Mr. Eric Wai.

Mr. So has kept the legacy of our Irish Jesuit educators alive indeed: living
by example and sharing however little one has. Talking to him alone has
been a valuable and inspiring lesson.



Letter from Mr. Norman So

NORMAN SO WYK DEVELOPMENT FUND LTD

(“Norman So Fund”)
c/o Wah Yan College Kowloon
56 Waterloo Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong SAR
Tel: 2384 1038 Fax: 2770 5095

24 January 2022

Dear Wahyanites,
Report about the Norman So Fund

Since the establishment of the Norman So Fund in Dec 2008 and the holding of Retirement (& Fund Raising)
Dinner to farewell the retirement of our former Principal Mr. So, the Norman So Fund has been in operations for
more than a decade.

We would like to take this opportunity to report that the Norman So Fund has rendered financial assistance to
students, staff and workers of WYK on divers occasions in accordance with its charitable objectives.

This includes granting loans, offering financial assistance, paying medical expenses and additional MPF for staff as
well contributing to the football field. The total amount of such meaning spendings over this 10 odd years amounts
to HK$3.9M (excluding interest free loans offered to people in need which have been repaid).

Currently the Norman So Fund has available bank balances of slightly over HK$122K only. Sincere thanks are
given to those who have provided with their generous donations in the past. Although we do not intend to hold any
particular fund raising events in the near future in light of the persisting pandemic for the time being, we would
welcome any further donations to the Norman So Fund so that it can equip with better resources to help those in
needs in coming years. The Norman So Fund is a recognized charitable organization in Hong Kong with s.88
status under the Inland Revenue Ordinance. Donation in excess of $100 is deductible for tax purposes and the
Norman So Fund will issue a receipt in that regard.

Yours faithfully,

Norman So
Chairman

Alumni can donate by filling in the donation form in the link below:

https://www.wykpsa.org.hk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Report-of-Norman-So-Fund-Donation-Form.pdf

Thank you very much for your kindness!


https://www.wykpsa.org.hk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Report-of-Norman-So-Fund-Donation-Form.pdf

Wah Yan International Alumni Chapters

WYK Ontario Chapter:
Jeffrey MAH (WYK ' 78y
Email - jmah{@jmah.net
Tel : +1 416y 543 0737

https: ffwykontario orgf

WYHK Ontario Chapter:
Andrew NG (WYHK '76)

Tel : +1 (416) 464 2378

Calgary Chapter:

Tel : +1 403y 617 2828

Edmonton Chapter:
Vincent LEE (WYK '93,

Singapore Chapter:
Eric MUN (WYHK 71y

V & 4 & 4 e 4

htips:/fwww . facebook.com/WYKAAO/

Email: shipshape@rogers.com

Tony P K WONG (WYHK '64)
Email: tonypkwong(@shaw.ca

Email: wah_yan@hotmail.com
WhatzsApp / Mobile: +1 (780, 720 7823

Email: edcm8(@gmail com

Vancouver Chapter:

Justin CHO (WYK 07
Email: wykjustini@gmail.com
Tel : +1¢778y 859 9180
https:/fwww facebook.com
fwahyanvancouver/

New York (S Easterny Chapter:

Carl LEUNG (WYK '01y

Email: wahyan useastern(@gmail com
htips://www facebook.com/Wah-Yan
-College-Almmni-Fastern-US
-1425075440707278f

Los Angeles Chapter:

Jason CHAN (WYK '93,

Email - sivonchan@yahoo.com
https:/fwww facebook, com
fWahYanSCal/

San Francisco Bay Area Chapter:
Ambrose LEUNG (WYK '02y
Email: ambroseleungal@gmail com
Tel: +1¢415) 885 9009

hteps: /fwrww facebook.com

jwahyansanfrancisco/

Wah Yan International Alumni éhapters

London UK Chapter:

Ignatins IP Tsz Tsun (WYHK '18,
EBmail: ip4b213@gmail .com

Tel : (44, 0757 888 9987

Sydney Australia Chapter:
Christopher NG (WYK '08,

Email: hec.chrstopher. ng@gmail.com
hetps:{fwww facebook. com/groups
{71268474132f

Whatsapp Chat Group:

https:/{chat. whatsapp.com
{5csfmoSR PifzcbeigfNIc

Shanghai Chapter:

Ben Lam (WYHK '76)

Email - bkwlam{@gmail.com
TelfWhatsapp : 86y 186 2137 7440
WeChat ID; 239789695

Beijing Chapter:

Kevin Mo (WYHK '95,
WeChat ID: landmoo2002
whatsapp: (852, 9072 0136

Please contact Mr. Michael Au (WYHK '69y of the International Networking Committee if you have any
difficulties in contacting the Overseas Chapters,
Tel : WhatsApp (852)9099-7789 ; Tel : (1-647y622 8811; Bmail ; michaelausc@gmail com
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2021 Christmas Celebration at WYK

Christmas Celebration
| BEEEEF L

Wahyanites got together on 22nd December, 2021 for a celebration at the Car Park. It
was a fine day, so students of all years could celebrate together.

There was an interesting drama in the manner of Squid Games, written by students of the
Catholic Association. The writers expressed the idea that despite human weaknesses and
no matter how we have done wrong, as long as we repent, God would always grant
forgiveness. The costumes added some fun into the bargain; students both on and off
stage enjoyed the performance equally, not to mention teachers who joined in a drawing
competition about it.

After the drama came music performances:

1. Pentacle - Let It Go

2. Test tackle - FFEIRVFIR. FIEHIK

3. Mr. Vincent Ho, Mr. Ricky Chan, Mr. Bosco Chan, Aeon Chan - 5 &ME. ETHH
B

WYKPSA ExCo members who witnessed the event had enjoyed the time enormously.

g




Wah Yan Music Festival




The Wah Yan Music Festival

The WY 100+ Music Festival had been smoothly completed on 4-6 January 2022.
Over 900 performers delivered quality performances staging the odyssey of music
development in Wah Yan.

Unfortunately, the performances on 8-9 January 2022 had been postponed because
of the anti-epidemic measures imposed on 5 January.

The Festival has netted an income of $1.8 million thus far, and a sum of $200,000
will be appropriated to support music development in both Wah Yan.

The Foundation would like to extend its great gratitude to the Schools, the two
PSAs, WYHKPTA, WYKPA, PUAWYPS, alumni, teachers, students and friends
for their selfless support.




The Wah Yan Music Festival, Book of the Year 2021-22

12 Rules for Life is again WYKPSA Book of the Year

The WYKPSA ExCo has again chosen Jordan Peterson’s /2 Rules for Life as book of JORDAN B.
the year for 2021-22. Each Form Five student received one copy via the school on the P E T E R S O N

same day as the Christmas Celebration, on 22nd December, 2021. The last time this
book was chosen was for 2019-20. The Book of the Year for 2020-21 was Sir Roger
Scruton’s An Intelligent Person ‘s Guide to Modern Culture.

12 RULES

ExCo members are still working hard to write digests on all the chapters of this book.
So far, six of the twelve chapters have been written by Yun-Kwan Yiu (96) and Barry F 0 R I- I F E
Wong (08). These chapter digests can be read via the link below: AN ANTIDOTE TO CHAOS

https://www.wykpsa.org.hk/current-students/book-of-the-year/

THE MULTI-MILLION COPY

BESTSELLER o



https://www.wykpsa.org.hk/current-students/book-of-the-year/

Cheering Messages for Form Six Students Facing the HKDSE

Our Form Six Wahyanites could not have a proper Last Day due to covid measures. It is in these difficult times that we Wahyanites — teachers, students
and alumni alike — need to show them that we are together as they prepare for the HKDSE.

While knowing that nothing else can replace a real Last Day at school and showing their gratitude for their teachers and fellow students face to face, the
WYKSPA has provided a platform for all wahyanites to leave a message for our brave DSE fighters. These messages will also be shared with the WYK
Students’ Association for making their cheering booklets. The WYKPSA owes sincere thanks to Joshua Kwok, President of the Student Association, for
creating a Google Form and helping the WYKPSA distribute it to teachers, students and parents. Many alumni have also helped gather responses and
their warmth shown here are much appreciated.

FROM ALUMNI

There is no difficulty that a . - ‘If winter comes, can
_ 7310k 8% : o

Wahyanite cannot get through! spring be far behind?” —

in hoc signo vinces! KT Hau (1973) Percy Bysshe Shelley

Sam Wong (1995) Yiu Yun Kwan (1996)

Stay focus on what you

can do. Mother Nature FIFEFLE! Failure is not having bad grades. Failure is

will do the rest for you. that you did not try your very best. Add oil!
Aaron Tsui (2021)

Michael Ho (1984) Lee Sheung Chun, Jacky (2017)

08! You never walk PA/fE!

Enoch (2021)

The outcome of the exam doesn't matter. The
most important is hard work and dedication.

All the beSt Add 011 Wah Yan BI‘OS

Sam Tse (2017)

Alan Fung (1984/85) You can do it! Your hard work will pay off.

EmEE 2R BFEER &) 1RB5% Sending you my prayers! Good luck!

Chan Hong Sum (1994) Pierre Tang (2009 HKCEE)
_ _ This year will be your unforgettable We are here for you and
Dear Wah}famtes and class of 2022, I wish you all year! Never say never and never with you no matter during
the best with DSE. Don't be shy or too proud to give up. You can achieve anything good times or the bad times!

seek help. Prepare and perform to the best of your when you believe in yourself!

abili.ties and emerge on the other side a better Vincent Li (1996)
version of yourself. Eric Kwan (2008)
Timothy Koay (1996) To all Form 6 B35, we want to let you know that a
big group of Wahyanites are here to support and
pray for you! "If you feel like you are losing
everything, remember that trees lose their leaves
every year and they still stand tall and wait for better
days to come". JI7H and all the best in your exams!!
Cedric Ko (1994) Try YOUI“ best, good luck and wish you all
the best in the exam!
JijIp:: N Justin (2007)

Lau Kwan Tai
Eric (2003)



Cheering Messages for Form Six Students Facing the HKDSE

Do not be anxious about anything, but
in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God. And the peace of
God, which

understanding, will guard your hearts

transcends all
and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Cheung Hin Lok (Alumnus)

BAEDZE, MH! BETEEED S EEM
rE5, iFEE, BAiEEC!

Daniel (1994) Stay healthy and be strong. We

are here to support you. Good

luck to your DSE exam,
Wahyanites!
Leung Kai Yee (2000)

BAEE, AEREE
EME, FTEBRXW
X, BRES, BE{LCHF
KAERG, ST,
AIMPNSNEH, X
FHEAX

Trust in your strength! You are almost done to the final
100m of the race. Wah Yan boys all have strong mentals
to lead you to the finishing line even you don’t believe
you can. Focus on your track in your sight. Knock it one
by one. You will make it.

Chow Yiu Ming (1988)
George Or (Alumnus)

RIEEE, 2L, BRoE, EXE5HE -

KR NEECELSEIEE1993-94). NEELCKE
(1994-98). FLBEEE(ZS0EEMEHR A (2004), BHEKE
BB BRSO ERELHR R (2019)

Notwithstanding the hardship of DSE added by COVID-19,

wahyanites are privileged, you being founded on sound rock

Learning is a Lifelong

Journey, Chance Favours the

in terms of best school culture, all-round training and Prepared Mind, and Striving

balanced education. Add oil! for Excellence is Key.

Enoch Lam (1977) Kan Ka Chun Andy (2019)

When you feel that you are in the darkest hour and the whole world is falling
apart........... don't lose faith......... you may be just one step away from DAWN...
..stick it through........... WORK HARD

Peter Lo (1968)

FROM PARENTS

Add oil wahyanites!!! All power to you, boys! It's just a flick of

Add oil wahyanites!!! time to go through this special journey Form 6 students, keep fighting!

Lily Wong inyour life. Hold on and do your best , and

Lily Wong Wong Kwai Wa

you can play video games, sports, all sort
of activities that please you dearly as much
Form 6 students, keep

as you want after the exams. Don't loose

Try your best, God Fight for your dreams. Add oil,

N fighting!
will do the rest. 038 Se

your grip. God Bless !
every Wahyanite.

Wong Kwai Wa Maggie Chan

Anne Hensel Cheung

Just do your best and enjoy “When everything seems to be against you, remember that an airplane takes off against the wind,

the examination!! Add oil!! not with it” Henry Ford. Believe in yourself, you will shine like a star in the darkness time.

Masaki Lam Crystal (A friend of a parent)



Cheering Messages for Form Six Students Facing the HKDSE

FROM TEACHERS

mEBE, 2hLE, FERAXKBISEKE HEBEE ! Behind every successful man there’s a lot of unsuccessful
years.
Mr. Tse Chun Ming (1998) Ms Kwan Wing Yee Hard work comes first, luck next. Have faith in both.
Mrs. Lau
HKDSEE does not mark the end of your studies. It is a “Do not pray for an easy life; Mr. Percival Ho (1988)
. . . (Former teacher)
turning point of your personal growth. Embrace changes in pray for the strength to endure
your life and best of luck on your new beginnings! a difficult one.” — Bruce Lee
HEASEO AR, NABLEMREREZZIEF, B5F
Mr. Law Hiu Chung Mr. KK Lee =, MEHEE,
. Mr. Eric Kan (Retired teacher
INKHET, Trust yourself, you know more than you think you do. ] ( cher)
BREFR, All the best!!! Be focused on your revision each time and to
Mr. Rock Lee the point while answering the examination questions. ©

Ms Yeung Wai
Shan Mr. Alan Wong

(Retired teacher)

Dear S6 Graduates, Overcome any challenges that come ‘ . } N }
The STRUGGLE you're in TODAY FAIFARFES: SLKEBBROIIHR—FLZE,

is developing the STRENGTH you HEIREMRMEREGERE, @HEE, RFHE
need for TOMORROW. BELIEVE in T —EFR—#kMEHLETE, BAME, B

your way and create your own magical adventure every
single day. Good luck not goodbye!

Ms Lisa Wong YOURSELF! You CAN DO it! ALL #&EEEMRBEMRN—EH, HESL—FE
the BEST! RRAL, HREIRFIDSE—TIIEF], 0!
Ms Joanne Chow Mr. Wing Chung (2003)

(Former Teacher)

FROM STUDENTS

DSEFLREIMI® 2 Ziform 6B ERFFR R REERR REIMH S (UM ES #Rlast day B A AR FRAKEBT — AT PE
EIBIEE] B SRR B EREIRUIE R O (BRIRHIEIF R ZRDY 1B A EDSERESIUNERIRF ST B5%, REXMGESPEERBIERE
MHZAIFEMTERRI LIRS F EEEMZSE SHAREBETHER NHSUMTSHEER 3 WA ARER2MAHENZE, PRLAINH!

HEi% HEkZE - Good luck to all WYK DSEers % - i85 5 # I
Calvin Yan (5K)
Savy Leung (2J)
Good luck
TEHEZ BT, EXREEZHE, BEwwmbRR, WmERAMNLEES, 7
BEAOER, AFERSTE, RAKREER, SHESTELE, W Lam Hot Him (1K)
SLFIDSENEF. FIT2bAER!

The point of an exam is that you really get

Ryan Yue (1S) Fighting!!!!!11111 involved in the process. Please stick to your
beliefs and do your best. I wish you success in

BN TFHERER=TF, EEEER Ip Kam Yeung (Current Student) entering your ideal university and entering the

=R ivory tower of your life! I will pray for you.
Remember: You do the BEST; God do the REST!

Wang Ying Ching Arthur (4W) Congratulations on your graduation! Don’t get too

stressed in your future life, always face difficulties .+ 1 kK Lam 3J)

Make your dreams come true! It positively and try your best when you do anything.

takes determination, sweat and In the end, I wish you all the best for your next

massive hard work. Be tough and adventure!

fight through this challenge! IN HOC Hello brothers of Wahyanite, I'm very sorry that

SIGNO VINCES! Ng Tsz Yui (25) we didnt have a chance to bid you farewell. I
really want to see you guys again. I know the past

Gavin Ng (5W) few months are very hard for you guys, so I we

will support you at heart. Good luck at your DSE!

Tsang Yim Yiu (1Y)



Cheering Messages for Form Six Students Facing the HKDSE

FROM OUR JESUITS

Just like to let you know that I am My dear F.6 Brothers of the two WYs, life is
offering praying for all F.6 for well seldom predictable, which is its beauty. You

preparing this coming DSE are at a most unusual time in human history.

students every day. Please rely on With this you can create a most unusual future

Jesus our Lord as He is our good for yourselves and the world. You certainly

shepherd! have my prayers and blessings! Ganbatte!
Thinking of you!!

Fr. Tsui Lap Yan (School
Supervisor) Bishop Stephen Chow, S. J.

FROM OUR SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

S.6 Wahyanites, you will never walk alone along the path to the DSE examinations; the
whole Wah Yan community always stands with you, and we have got your back. We shall
keep you in our earnest prayers and ask God to be with you, empowering you with peace,
positivity and resilience. Your assiduous efforts and fighting spirit shall weather the storm
and navigate your way to pass the DSE with a feather in your cap. Just do your best and let
God take care of the rest. Be brave and brace the battles. Considering the whole DSE cohort
of your age has also been experiencing the same pandemic and the same class suspension
since S.4, you are not at a disadvantage over others. Now, what it takes to score over is more
than your intellect, but your ability to persevere and play this long game with the essential
life skills of patience and grit. I bet most of you watched the Tokyo Olympics last year. Team
Hong Kong shone brightest amid the global pandemic gloom, especially in the table tennis
and fencing games. We saw how our athletes battled against stiff headwinds, fought till the
end and eventually emerged victorious amid adversities. Apart from talents, their medal-
winning victories were sealed, in particular, by a tremendous amount of courage, patience,
and perseverance. You are all competent as soon as you stepped onto this campus on 1
September 2016. Over these six years, your bright young minds have bloomed into growth
mindsets with a mission to strive for better. While the DSE examinations are closing in, keep
your goals clear, manage your time well by the Pomodoro Technique, and you shall conquer.
Wahyanites, be brave, brace the battles and fight till the end. In the throes of life, as sure as
there is hardship, there is happiness. In Hoc Signo Vinces.



Free football training at WYK, Roald Dahl Short Stories
WYK Students Reeelved Free Football Trammg

Before the football field was closed, one could see trainings on Saturdays between 11lam and
12:30pm. Those are free training sessions for our boys in Form One and Form Two, provided
by the Universe Soccer School — as a privilege for current WYK students and football
beginners. The training might help our students play better football and the WYK football
team recruit better players in future, not to mention better scores in future matches. This is how
its founder wants to contribute to his alma mater.

The USS was established in 2017 by alumnus Poon Kwong Tak (92). They give football
training programmes to students aged 3 to 14. Most participants are family and relatives of
WYK alumni. They aim at bringing alumni and their children on the football field and enjoy
the game during quality family time.

They also professionally train goalkeepers aged 8 and above. That’s good news for Wah Yan
League teams. The USS is on Facebook and Instagram as well.

Book Recommendation by Yiu Yun Kwan (96)

The Complete Short Stories — Volume Two 1954-1988 by Roald Dahl i \"w
Penguin Books, 2013. ISBN: 978-1405910118

Many schools in Hong Kong try to measure students’ performance objectively and in measurable
ways, which often require definite answers for an openly fair marking scheme. This practice could
harm their command of the English language — especially seriously in reading, as students could be
made very literal-minded and unable to read between the lines. After all, this is deemed ‘useless’ in
many local examinations.

To appreciate the language and read for implications, the book above is very helpful. Roald Dahl’s
writing matured very well towards his later years and students can see the structure of a story
demonstrated very quickly by reading short stories. Sometimes they end abruptly but sensibly — as |
in The Landlady and Parson’s Pleasure, sometimes the reader is kept guessing until the end, like
The Way Up to Heaven. Pig also teaches us the power of sarcasm in conveying a cruel story in the
manner of a fairy tale. Readers also learn about the sense of irony and humour, most of all in
Vengeance is Mine, Inc. and Mrs. Bixby and the Colonel’s Coat. Whilst Dahl’s most celebrated
short story — Lamb to the Slaughter — is in Volume One, this second book is more educational
overall.

Oolume Two
1954-1988

Wil an introduction by

M!Hr)\ YUHOQROWITZ

The window to have pleasurable reading and hence a good reading habit in English is small indeed: |
when students face the pressure of public exams it’ll take much more willpower to start. I
wholeheartedly recommend this book for adults and students alike, especially students between
Primary Four and Secondary Four.
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